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Our highest'dutyiat tiis time is to aid all in our power to make the peace lasting and friendly, 
aad to re-establisb, aot merely albrnial union, but a iiuiori of bearrs. Ourlinancial inter- 
eats, our interest as a great yower, require this ; and beyond the|e considerations every one 
of us would feel a just pride in that national, glory resulting 'after so great a war^. in a great 
and permanent peace; speedily aceoraplisbcd. On these points there can be np difference 
among msn who love their country. I ehalbhave the honor to submit to you, that in or- 
der to secure this union and peace, the question of slavery and the questions naturally 
Springing out of it, must be settled on principles of justice. In other words, that freedom 
must be secured in good faith to the freedmen. I shall submit that in order to accomplish 
this, we must insist that ihe freedmen have the right of suffrage as protection and iecurity 
; forUieir Ireedom. We arc each responsible, according to our influence, . that freedom ig 
made good to the four millions of blacL-sof the South, aud that they bo not left in a worse 
; condition than they formerly v.-erc in. If tbo}'- are lelt to be treated as an obnoxious race, 
■•'and their rights trampled in the dust, the people otthe United iStates will bo accountable for 
! it i~ history, and will deserve tlie reproach ot the civilized world. The question of negro 
[ suffrage in this State therefore becomes one of fcreat importance. For we could hardly in- 
j eist that suffrage should be extended to the irecdmen.if we denied it to the few colored men 
[ in our own midst.. It is important that Minnesota should meet the question fairly and 
Bquardy and acfi on it with courage as well as candor. If it is right that colored men should 
vote, ]ist Minnesota so declare. ' 

For m^'self I would have preferred to remain silent in this canvass, bnt I thought there 
was too much indifference on Ibis one iniportant question ; and I therefore appeal to the pa- 
riotism of the people, and heartily beseech them to bestir theoiselyes. 

• RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE. 

is the right of saying through the ballot-bos who shall make and who shall administer th( 
: laws ; and on account of its great im portance is oftea mentioned as a sacred trust. It is iti 
the nature of true democracy to bo liberal in extending this right. I never apprehended 
I auy danger from giving the right to adopted citizens of foreign birth, and I look back te 
the service I tried io reader, by writing iu behalf of the rights of naturalized citizensduring 
.the Know Kothing excitement, ivith as much satisfaction as to anything I have ever at- 
tempted in ctvil life. ilr. Burke weil.said, that in order to love our country, our country 
oust first be lovely. In order that a country may appear lovely to a citizen, it must afford 
Mm some rights, some blessings; something better than material comforts ; and the more 
liberty, the more security it affords him, the more lovely it seems to him, and the mbre^ will 
lie love it, and the more will he fi^iit for it. Do you suppose our foreign-born citizens would 
have volunteered so numerously to light for the Uaion, or that they would have made such 
earntat and valiant soldiers, if iliey bad noi enjoyed equal political rights with us — if they 
Dad not enjoyed the right of sufirage ? It is not likely they would have done so. But they 
felt, and truly felt, that they were fighting for their own country — for a go wnment iu 
which they had an interest. The country seemad lovely to them, and they loved it enough 
*o fi^ht, and die. if noad bo, far its preservation. Why did tht rugg«d oliffii of Switaeidwad 
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Our highest duty^t thia time is to aid all in our power to make the peace lasting and friendly, 
and to re-establisn,; notjpaerely a formal union, but a union of hesirrs. Our financial inter- 
ests, out interest as a great power, require this ; and beyond the^e considerations every one 
of us wouldfeel a just pride ia that national glory resuliing after so great a war, in a great 
and permanent peace; speedily accomplished. On these points there can be np difterenc© 
among men who loye their country. I shall ^have the honor to submit to you, that in or- 
der to secure this union and peace, the question of slavery and the questions naturally 
Springing out of it, must be settled on principles of justice. In other words, that freedom 
must be secured in good faith to the freedmen. I shall submit thatin order to accomplish 
this, we must insist that the freedmen have the right of suffrage as protection and security 
for their freedom. We are each responsible, according to our influencq, . that freedom ig 
made good to the four millions ot blacks of the South, aud that they be not left in a worse 
condition than they formerly were in. If they are lelt to be treated as an obnoxious race, 
■•aDd their rights trampled in the dust, the people ot the United States will be accountable for 
it in history, and will deserve the reproach ot the civilized world, , The ' question of negro 
i suffrage in this State therefore becomes one of great importance. For we could hardly in- 
sist that suffrage should be extended to the freedmen if we denied it to the few colored men - 
in our own midst. It is important that Minnesota should meet t^ie question jairly and 
squarely and act on it with courage as well as candor. If it is right that colored .men should 
vote, let Minnesota so declare. 

For myself I would have preferred to remain silent In this canvass, but I thought there 
was too much indifference on this one important question ; and I therefore appeal to tHe pa- 
\ riotism of the people, and heartily beseech them to bestir themselves. 

• RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE. 

is the right of saying through the ballot-box who shall make and who shall administer ths 
laws; and on account of its great importance is oftea mentioned as a sacred trust. It is it/ 
the nature of true democracy to- be liberal in extending this right. I never apprehended 
any danger from giving the right to adopted citizens o f foreign birth, and t look back td 
the service I tried to reader, by writing ia behalf of the rights of naturalized citizens during 
the Know Nothing escltemeut, ivith" as much satisfaction as to anything I have ever at- 
tempted in civil life. Mr. Burke well said, that in order to love our country, our country 
aust first be lovely. In order that a country may appear lovely to a citizen, it must afford 
him some rights, some blessings ; something better than material comforts j and the more 
.liberty, the more security itatibrds him, the, more lovely it seesns to him, and the more will 
J he love it, and the more will he fight for It, Uo you suppose our foreign-l3orn citizens w4hld 
^ have volunteered so numerously to fight for the Uaion, or that they would have made such 
^«atneatand yaliunt soldiers, If they bad. npt enjoyed equal poliiiail rights with us — if they 
[had not enjoyed the ;right of suii'nige ? it is not likely they would have done so. But they 
piiit, and truly ffcilt, that they Y*ere fighting for their own country — for a goTernment ia 
l^hichthey had aa interest. The country seemed lovely to them, and they loved it enough 
fight, and die, if noad be, far its pr«s©rYatioD. Why ^id th» rugged oJifife of Swi^teslaad 



?cem so sweet to the patriot Tr.ll ? Because thoj were his home of liberty. Hownatiiral 
the exulting language of his apostrophe to his native mountains : 

" Ye Hre the things that tower ; 

Whoso smile makes glad, whose frown is terrible. ' 
^ * * » * * » I have sat 

In my b«at at night, when midway o'er the lake 

The stars wont out, and down the mountain gorge 

The wind came roaring — I have sAt and oy«d 

The thunder br«aking from his cloud, and smilad ^ 

To see him shake his lightnings o'er my head ; 

And I have thought of other lands, whose storma 

Are summer flaws to those of raine,'and just 

Have wished me there — the thought that mine was fret 

lias checked that wish, and I have raised my head 

And cried in thraldom to that foi'ious wind — 

Blow on I this is the land of Liberty I 
Why is it we hear of discontent and strife in some of the South American Republics ? h 
cause of the elements in their governments that are not republican. Because their lawsw 
unequi^t. ; they do not guarantee religious liberty. Such governments are not lovely totk 
proscribed and oppressed. Why is there discontent in the British dominions to-day? Bn- 
cause the masses are denied the fight of sulfrage. The aristocratic element in England think 
it dangerous to give the right of sutFrage to the poor class of the white men, and so thepow 
classes under the British government, especially in Ireland, are discoutented. Their counttj 
would set^m more lovely to them if it gave them the privileges that belong to freemen. Yon 
will lind that those republics have been the most prosperous wherein political privilegcsTOe 
most equally distributed ; wherein the people— the people were trusted. It was so in 
republic of Rome, in tke age of her highest splendor, it was in the days of her greatest 
glory that she allowed freedmen tc vote. If you would link the hearts of a people togette 
in affection for their country, make it the source of security and blessing to them; lettlis 
1rw8 over t.'dcm be equal in their operation ; then the citizen will be a voluntary sentiMl 
and soldier watching the interests of his country and ready and willing to go forth wd 
fight its battles. 

THE QUALIFICATIONS 

or suffrage should bo as complete as a^^high^state of civilization and culture can mHkothen, 
We could wish thr m greater than they are. Considering that under a popular goverinnent 
those entrusted will! suffrage arc the source of sovereign power ona could wish, though in 
vain, they had what JShakspeare calls 

The king-becoming graces. 

As justice, verity, temperance stableness, 

Bounty, perseverance, mercy, lowlines, 

Devotion, patience, courage, fortitude. 
Mr. Gladstone, in a laie speech in the iJouse of Commons, in favor of extending the right 
of suffrage, says the quali6cations which fit a man for its exercise, are "self-commflDd, fielf- 
control, respect for order, patience under suffering, confidence in the law, regard forhis sii- 
pericrs." I submit there are two other qualities a raan should possess to be well qualified 
to vote — patriotism and independence. To vote right, a man ought to love his country, aw 
be independent enough to vote .according to his conscience. If we should restrict |ill to- 
ters to this standard you will agree with mo that many white men would be excluded. It 
is an unpleasant fact that thousands of men are under such constraint from party asi)C* 
tion that tkey vote contrary to their honest convictions. And yet It would be absurd !o 
think of selecting out those who literally come within the qualifications, and excluding all 
others. We must act on the principle of the greatest goo.^- to the greatest number. TooV 
tein a great good we must sometimes submit to a little evil. I do not think that allcolortl 
men are qualified to exercise the right of franchise. But many of them are qualified to wt«i 
and if they are permitted to exercise the right they will become — if we who claim to bcsopff" 
ior to them do our duty— every year better qualified to vote. They will become better eai- 
caied, take more interest in public affairs, hear discussions, read the papers, obserreand 
think, and get better informed, the same as white men have been learning and getting tittJr 
qualified erery year. Learning to vote, like learning t? swim, requires practice. 

^'EQilO SUFFRAGE. 

Prerious to coming to Minnesota I had been.in the habit of seeing colored men Totaio*' 
E&Btern State. It was hardly a noticeable thing, and caused no icconvenienca to&njo^^ ^ 
U was a mflt;t©r like manv others of public iraportauce which excite no dissatisfactioa eifi^ 
wk«a they g»t into purtj politica. Th« voting iras done ea quietly I suppose as it uiedto" 
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when frM negroes Toljed in North CaroJinn, nnd nobody caid aught Against i*' Ther«for« 
when our constitutional conventions — for owing to botoc party hysterics (caused ])crhaps hj 
■ Iho stimulating nature of our atmosphere — we^had, you ro.menibPT, a couple of convcntiono — 
declined to extend the right of suffrage to the colored man, 1 felt surprised. Especially was 
I surprised when it was denied to the negro and given to Indians who had'adopU^d the habits 
of civilization. If a clause in favor ol negro suffrage liad been inserted in either constitution 
submitttjd to the people in 1857, I should have voted for it; and I should have considered it 
ft democratic act. So-ne of ray hearers may remefn\^er that in the Presidanlial canvass of 
1860, 1 complained of the insincerity of the Rcpublic^ms in refusing to put such a clause into 
the constitutioii submitted by their wing of the coaventian. I remeinlvjr the Kcpnbiicona 
w«rc soundly scolded for sheir course by some of their own journals. 

We sometimes hear peoplein the North say thev " dont care anything about'the nigger ;" 
also "thatit is impossible for the black race to live wrth us on terras of j)olitical equality — 
they will die out — they will be e.\lerrainated." Now, I consider such sentiments narrow, 
selfish, mean, anti-democratic, anti-republican. Here is a r;ice of men who generations ago 
were brought hither by the whites. They are Americans by birth. They know no other 
country. This is their home. Some of their ancestors served in every war we have had. 
And yet, because they are black and weaker than the white race, such is the selfishness of men 
that they are inclined even to deny them their fair and proper name and title as a race, and 
g peak sneeringly of them. Because they have been a down-troiden race they are in disro- 
Y'pnte-rthey are "niggers." With ignorant and base minds a sneer — a stigma of reproach 
"* upon a man or party goes a great way. It was thus that the phrase, "moan Yankee," had 
\ mich e3ect.a?nong the rebels. If men arc so prejudiced against a ruce or class as to deny 
5 them their true name, we can hardly expect they will be willing to grant them political 
j privileges. This idea that they cannot live at pence with whites i.s repugnant to Christian 
tivilization. Why can they not live at peace ? Is it because they will not obey the laws of 
society? There is no reason to apprehend thoy will bo disorderly. Why mu^t Lhey be ex- 
terminated? What is to hinder their going along peacenbly and earning their livelihood, 
J just as they have for a long time? Who is goinz to be so irrituble as to begin a quarrel 
with thera? Who will strike the first blow? Will it be some white ni;in of such narrow 
U views, of such strong prejudices, of such selfish instincts that he must fly into a passion at 
j( sight of a colored man meeting with success in the ssma business as his own. No man with 
^ an American heart in him would wish his country to yield to such unworthy sentiments ! 
1* I ask if the colored people have not hy their srood behavior and character contradicted all 
' the unfavorable predictions that were made concerning them before and since the emancipa- 
tion ! You know as well as T that they have. And yet my observation has enabled me to 
^well confirm what you have learned in their favor. Although I was aware that the black« 
^^<if the South in general intelligence derived from nssoclation with tlte whites, were much in 
J advance of, the blacks of the West India Islands. I was ncverthele's much surprised at their 
v. moderation, their discretion, their industry and their general good behavior. It had been 
predicted, you know — wrongfull\- predicted — that they would make bad usn of liberty, that 
they would resort to acts of cruelty and vengeance, I found that they behaved quite th« 
, contrary. I speak from experience in Arkansas, Alabama and Texas. The eagerness of the 
^ Ireed people for knowledge; the r.apidity and generosity with which they established schools 
\i? Y'^re -urprising. They .also attended|religious meetings more numeroiislvjthau they;^ had, ever 
done: and it was plain their hallalujahs were louder than before they were set free. There 
was but little crime among them; vei'y few had to be arrested. T consider their enthusiasm 
|n thopursuit of knowledge a most striking and promisinjr fact. Then, as to loyalty, we well 
Know how universal, how constant, how discreet, how fn'Miful it has been, llow many 
j Federal prisoners have been'fed and guided in their csoane by black men ! Not one that I 
i i'Ter heard of ever betrayed a Union prisoner. At Mobile on the ]£!3t Fourth of July tho 
nI H'***^^ people were the fmly ones who celebraied^the day, and they did it well. Their sol- 
<liershiphaa surprised every ono. I never had 1)ut one colored rrgimetit in my command, 
—that wfis th";. S'lth in Arkansas, and an excellent regiment — but I have seen enough of col- 
ored troops to admire their gallantry and efficiency. I have seen them ns faithful .sentinels 
over valuable public property — I have seen them a? careful pickets. In the seige of Blakely, 
nawkins' colored division was on my immediate right. I once pnj-sed along their whole 
'ine,and_ the only fault I could find with them was that they were too reckless of their li%-e3. 
h the victorious assault their valor was of the highest order, and the works were carried so 
Simultaneously in every part that each division claimed the honor of mounting the rebel par- 
npfta first. In the battle of Jenkins Ferry, where Gen. Steele defeated a superior force un- 
uer Eirby Smith, the undaunted coura-^e of the colored troops was specially commended. — 
'1 all of our armies where they have fouaht,. good and valiant soldiership has bean their gen- 
eral character.And these men, we are tol'3, cannot exist here as our politic U equals ! How 
floes this sound for a country that claims to be the asylum of the oppressed — the oountry 
j that receiree v^h open arats Itie down-troddou and poor of every clime— -that baa given tiw 
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right of safltago to hi!mbh» foreigners on their declaring their intention to become cithieiM? 
And these blaeks — natives of our soil — whose ancestora shouldered the musket in our revo« 
lutionary war, and were coTaplimented for heroism by Jackson in the war of 1812, who 
have fought nobly in the recent war — llo^y will it sound in history, that free, repulalican 
America — this asylum for the oppressed — drove this race from her borders ! Imagine what 
serene pleasure there will be for these exclusive men — this aristocracy of color— vfho cannot live 
under the same government with the black — to remain and enjoy the peace and liberties which 
these very blacks shed their blood to secure ! Louis XIV, by a revolting persecution, ex- 
pelled the Protestants from France. Spain, under a baneful and malignant star, drove from 
her borders different sects, and thfe remnant of a feeble race. But these were acts worthy 
only Of the days of the Inquisition. Let us have no fears that we are falling on such miser- 
able times. 

Daniel Webster said in 1850, "If the black race is weaker, that is a reason against, not 
for, its subjection and oppression." That is an enlightened view of this question which I 
wish every man would now take. Give the blacks an opportunity to raise the standard of 
manhood as high ns they can. . The betler Ihey becotiie the happier we shall all be. Rut 
iiow absurd to think that raising the colored man to political equality is bringing thewhitfl 
man down. If yoti reach out yonr hand to raise up and improve the poor'and weak and 
Dppressed, it makes you a benefactor and raises yon up rather than lowers you. Has it 
lowered the whites because the negroes were liberated? Did it lower the memory of Lincoln 
because he set the slaves free? Did it degrade white soldiers because black -joldiers had 
equal militAry rights? No; and no more will it degrade white citizens if thi; blacks have 
equal political rights. Did it lower Howard when he went round through the prisons of Eu- 
rope to take the guage of human miseries, and alleviate the sufferings of his fellow rHen?— 
When and where did it ever lower a man to raise up and improve his fellow creatures? A 
Territory is inferior to a State. Did i*. lower the sister Stntes when they accepted the Terri- 
tory of Minnesota into the Union? or when tiiey accepted Kansas or Oregon? As a matter 
of fact I suppose it is more creditable to a man to be a citizen of a republic where all tbo 
.oaen are freemen than where half arc little better thaii slaves. 

GIVING THE DLACKS STJFFilAGE WILL rilO.MOTE GOOD JIOKALS. 

As to social equality with the blacks, none but a simpleton would apprehend that giving 
them sufFrag* will produce it. It is a matter which will regulate itself aside from political 
matters. Social affairs never have and i>robably never will be much affected or regulated 
By politics. 

If, however, social interests are at all affected by snffraire the effect will be in favor of the 
negro and in favor of good morals. Probably there will not be so much amalgamation as 
there has been. Probably there will not be so many ranlaf-oes "cen as heretofore. By giv- 
ing the negro the right of citizenship you will increase hrs honor and m!3„nhood in a manner 
that will tend to enable hita to protect his sacred rights of family. T therefore boldly advo- 
cate suffrage for the colored man as a means of good morals, and T am happy to find I am 
supported in tlais by a high authority. The eminent Dc Tocqneville, in his work on Democ- 
racy in America, says that travellers universally agree on tlfis one point : that in no country 
are morals so strict iis in the United States ;, and he states that it is owing lo the " principle 
of equality/^ ' He shows that a cause of immorality in Europe is t'.:e liability of the rights 
and virtue of the inferior classes being invaded by the superior class. But here, the "prin- 
ciple of equality" protects the humble classes. There is no aristocracy nor nobility to in- 
vade their sacred family rights. But how has it been in the South where this principle of 
equality before the law did not exist ? Why^ there has been amalgamation. Morals have 
not been so strict there between the whites and blacks. I say, then, give the black man suf- 
frage, and you establish that equality before the law which enables him to defend bis right 
of marriage — yuu do what the great V('riter on Democracy says m>ike3 morals strict. 

If extending to the- colored man the rights of manhood would tend to create disturbance 
or ill-feeling in the community, I hold that the rights he now has, and for a long time has en- 
joyed, would have maniflteted some trouble. They have long had the right to own land, ^^ej 
can buy a lot and build a house by the side of yours. Who complains of this ? And ye\ , -S it 
more objectionable to give thera. the right to vote ? Farther privileges than these they have. 
They can now go into j'^our highest courts as suitors, and have audience V^efore the judge and 
jury. Ifyou do an injury to a colored man, he can summon you into court, and stand by 
your side to demand justice. These arc equal rights. This has long been and nobody com- 
plains. Is it more disagreeable to let them go up to the ballot-box ? 

But it is said the blacks are not sufficiently educated to excfcise the right of suffrage. I 
answer they aro as well educated as many white men who vote. We have no literary qual- 
ification for the franchise, nor has it been thought, in this land of common schools, to be 
practiele or essential. We are alj in favor, I trust, of educating the people, white and black, 
to aa high a standard as possible. The better educatsd the people are th« safer will be our 
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Hberties, But there 5s a good deal of learning besides book learnla??. Thexe fire patdofit 
vbo eannot read, and there are men who can read that are not patriots. If there is to be a 
choice between loyal ienornce and disloyal intdligence, I would perfer loyal ignorance. 
Batatnan of common sense can in these timeij, learn which ticket to vote, and then if he 
has that other qualification — indepfcndonce — he will vote it. 

SUFFaAGB FOR FREEDMKN. 

In regard to suffrage for the freodmen it now appears to me it will necessary to inaia 
upon it to confirm their freedom, and as a means of protection and self-defense to them. It 
was soon after the war closed that I first heard of the proposition, and I then thought it 
was ill-timed, fori did not see that it was necessary. I hoped and rather expected the 
white people in the South would adopt reasonable and just measures for the protection of 
the freedmeu, and I admit if thev had done so, or were showi»ng a purpose to do so, I would 
not insist on the freed men having suffrage ai present. Six mouths have passed, and the 
condition of the freedmen is getting worse instead of better. Out of the reach of military 
posts they ate still he'd as slaves as a general practice. The majority of whites ridicule 
the idea of their freedom, and contend that the courts will yet set aside the proclamation. 
The whiles obstruct rather than encourntxe their education, and they are disposed to make 
free labor a failure. Organizations exist to prevent them hidng themselves out as they 
choose. Many have already been killed while attempting to assert their liberty, for in the 
country the white man carries arms, and the freedmau, agreeably to the slave-code, is de- 
nied them. They are even denied the poor privilege of testifying in a court of justi'^e. — 
They have lost that guardianship and protection their former masters once gave them. — 
They are not free in fact. Do you ask why this is? One reason is that the freed people 
have been ardently and univcrsilly loyal. This is the reason the whites bear down on 
them now. This is the reason wiiy they were almost invariably butchered wben captured 
during the war. vSome of their constitutional conventions have declared — in rather an 
evasive and reluctant manner, however — that slavery is destroyed. But they decline to 
Bubmit the constitutions to the people for ratification, a strange and pernicious practice. 
Some of the public men talk well, but it is doubtful if the people endorse them. Such be- 
ing the state of things it will doubtless be necessary to insist that thefreedaien be invested 
with suffrage as a means t© save them from oppression and destruction. There is an uncon- 
ditional Union element in each .Southern Stale which will cheerfully acquiesce in such a 
raeosure. This element we should foster aud not suffer it to be overwhelmed by disloyalty 

PKA.CS DKMOCRACy. 

If there were no other ground for my opposing the Democratic platform and ticket, its op- 
position to negro suflfrags v,'ould bo suflxcieut cause. This measure is, in reality, democrat- 
ic, lam not aware of having abandoned .my true Democratic principle. I have regarded 
it a characteristic principle of Democracy to syrajxithize wiili the humble classes, and to 
prot*;cttheir just rights. The Demncratic IJepnblican p;irty carried on thcu^ar for "sai'or's 
rights" in 1812. But atleni'th th'^ ■i)ro-?l:i\-ery. aristocratic element began to get control ' 
of the Democratic orianization r.s wns seen in its indifference to the wrongs to setrlers in 
Sonsag=-sneerini£ at them as " rf.riekcrs. " This might have been forgiven bad if dei.'ener- 
atednpraore. But when the org'inization, in spile of man}- patriotic men who remained in 
it, went wickedly beyond the le>>i'i mate .sphere of an opposition party, and giive aid and 
comfort to the rebels, it occnpi?d iht' patriotic position that the Federalist party did ia 
1812; a position that made the prrty odious. It dei'Iared the Piv,sident to be a tyrant, and 
opposed^ great measures for carrving ou thtMvar. It belittlfMl Union victories, attempted to 
create discontent by trivial complnints n.bout the expanse of the v;ar. In New York its in- 
Saencecansed such disturbance as to require fifty- thousand troo]::5 to bo diverted from the" 
field in order to preserve order. It constiiTit'y predicted failure- Its leaders declared "yc-w 
<»nnot suppress the rebellion. " They did not say " v/r; cannot. " but "yoa cannot, as 
II they had do parUin it. Their Inst natit-nal platform was so unpatriotic ttiat their candi- 
date, Gen. McClellan, repudiated it. Huuie time previous to the last Presiilen'ial election 

rebels put forth extraordinary efturfs. and people flocked to join the rebel army." 
W'e used to ask the prisoners wo capturf^d the cause of the uprising, andtbey said they want- 
^ to defeat Lincoln ! They said that Uie inore they could thwart the Yankee? — ilie more 
iankee soldiers they could kill — (I will not say and the more prisoners starve) — the .more 
li^jpopular they would mnke the war at the North, and thus aid the si:cce.=;s of the Peace De- 
mocracy! It was paiuful indeed to see that the circulation of Deniocraiic journals beyond 
our hues gave aid and comfort to the enemy, Thepeafe democrats st;iid at home and con- 
trolled the party organization. If I am not mistaken they taxed ibe property of suldiers to 
"iresnbstitutes fo.r themselves. Ro strong are parly ties — they are indeed much too str^mg 
— thatlha'vo senrched for some good reason for supporting the Democratic org.anization.' I 
; ?-'^'°jned an address issued a few v?eeks ago by the Notional Democratic Committee. It 
weathes a spirit the very opposite of Democracy. It caresses the late' rebeia and safNi ike 
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freed peopl* will probftbly hav« to ba sent oni of th« tcnrtirj. It is a bid for tb« snpportfa 

mpji who have not p\irged themseivcs of disloyaltj. It not only opposes negro suffaagebut 
declares the struggle through which the country has pasted has rather demonstrated thut 
suffrnge is already too liberal — that too much power is already in the hands of the common 
people. Think of that ! Is that Democracy ? Why, we have all becri exulting in the glo- 
rious vindication and triumph of popular institutions as shown by the courage, the patriot- 
ism, the patience, and the constancy of the people during the war. Abroad ihe friends of 
popular institutions have congratulated us on the success of a people with power in their 
own hands. But the national Democratic committee sends forth tn the world that our ex- 
perience has raised doubts as to having suffrage as liber ' as it is. In favor of the so-called 
Democrats, it is urged that they have acquiesced in tb . results of the war and now support 
the President. But it has been pretty scveriy said that they were about two months behind 
the rebels in acquiescing. Then as to their support of the President, I doubt its sinceritj. 
The people elected Mr. Johnson, among other reasons, because they believed he would do 
justice to the colored race. Mr. Harlan, n member of the cabinet — who hag lataly advocatr 
ed negro suffrage in Iowa, — wrote a letter, some weeks .ngo, assuring his friends in Iowa that 
the President was not opposed to negro suffrage. We remember very well the noble sent'- 
mcnts uttered by Andrew Johnson, in a speech in Nashville, when he promised the cclf^rdd 
people he would be a Moses to them and lead them up out of bondage — a speech, I am hap- 
py to observe, which has just been re-published in a volume of his select speeches. We re- 
member what he said to the colored regiment the other day, that this was their country Rt 
r.auch as anybody else's. Do the Democratic journals and platform makers support such 
principles ? On the contrary they declare this to be a " white man's government," and th« 
vnen who utter and support such sentiments as the President exi)resses, they ridicule ai 
*' woolly heads." 

I have heard it predicted that Jeff. Davis will be the next Democratic candidate for ths 
Presidency. While I do not much apprehend this, I do apprehend and fear that if the influ- 
ence of ihoSe men who control, and during the war, have controlled the Democratic organ- 
ization, prevails, the rebel States will get back into the Union and the rebel leaders will ob- 
kiin power, before they have become loyal to thp Union. We have seen that the loyal and 
nncondilional Union element of the South has no voice, but the old aristocratic pro-slavory 
rebel influence still dominates. It shows no penitence, nor does it undo any more of tlw 
great v«'ickedness of the rebellion than it is obliged to — or no more than is necessary to ss" 
cure power. The Democrats — false to their principles, disdaining the poci- freedmen and 
indifferent to the unconditional Union men — eagerly reach forth their hands to this rebel in- 
fluence to form a coalition and get control of the government. Suppose they succeed. W« 
shall then have repudiation of our war debt, which should be as sacred as our lives., or th» 
goveroment will assume the rebel debt. This or worse evils we shall have. This would bs 
no more infamous than the same influence has attempted before ; no more infamous thantha 
monstrous fraud of the Lecompton Constitution, of which Henry A. Wise said the thought 
of it made the blood rush to his face; no more infamous than that miserable theory tliJit 
slavery went wherever our flag went in our Territories. I beseech you to take heed that no 
such reproach is brought upon the country. Bear in mind that I have not complained of 
the southern people because ihey show so little sincere loyalty. They having for twenty yeiiri 
earned to spurn the North and hate the Union, it would be singular iudeed if they could 
now throw up their hats for the Union, I bear them no ill will. I would not do them the 
smallest injustice. What I demand is that they be restored to political power only as fast 
.13 they bear true faith to the Union. 

Feiiow-citizeus : what we should all icslsi. upon is that the people ot the South shall havi 
])olitical power as fost as they become truly loyal, and no faster. As Lord Bacon savs, w« 
.»ihould take time to make haste. The evil that caused the war must be entirely removed. 
Nothing of slavery should linger to cause dissension. Then we can have a Union that will 
be durable; and if we leave a debt to the future, we shall leave a country strong ari'l 
prosperous enough to pay it. But I warn you, as you desire peace to the country, you dr 
not permit the rebel States so to re-enter the Union that Loyalty will stili have to hide in lb' 
mountains and Freedom skulk in the cane brake! 

The people ought to be glad when they can do a serviceable thing to their State so easy a; 
by their vote. When one citizen speaks, he is liable to be disputed, and o.xertis but Uaiilec* 
influence. But there is something great in the voice of an entire State. How eloquent, how 
convincing, when it is on the side of humanity, and tends to bless thecouutry. 

A few days ago I was in one of our eastern cities when the news came by telegraph of the 
result of the election in the noble and gallant State of Iowa. It v»-as posted up in large lettersat 
ali;the newspaper offices—" Iowa 20,000 Union majority,' ' and as the great concourse of people 
hurried along the streets, they looked up and read: ''Iowa 20,000 Union majority !" 
then their thoughts flew off to'thejmighty West, so unalterably steadfast to the Union, And 
£9Wb§a pews vf the election in llinaesota— queen of the Praries and the' ^ Lakes— go« 
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forth on the electric wires into all tljs cities of the land, let it be that the multitudes that 
throng their streets cau rwid the thrilling words on the bulletin boards : " Minnesota given 
20,009 Union majority !" Lot her voice sound clearest and loudest. Let her flag float high- 
est on the breeze I 

TESTIMONY ON RECONSTRUCTION. 

Extract from Gcaeral AHdwrrs' tesl-imony befora the joint committed of Congrosi on R«- 
«exMtriotioR : 

WAflH''N'JTOH, Mwoh 14, laac. 
Broret Major General ChristopUer C. Andraws sworn and ezamincn... 
Bj Mr. WiLLiAsa : 

Queation. Have yon, at any time since the cessation of hostilities, been in Texas? If go 
plcaae state how long you wer© there, and what opportunities you had to ascertain the viewi 
and feelings of the peopl» thorc in regard to the governmeiit and authority of th« Unilod 
States. 

Answer. I was in command of the district of Houston, Texas, from July 8, 1865, until 
Rbout the middh of the following August. During that time I visited several of the post* 
in the district, among them Beaumont. Liberty, Breuham, and Columbus. And, in obedi- 
ence to orders, I also accompanied Governor Hamilton to Austin, and was present when he 
was inaugurated in the capitol of the State. From there I went to San Antonio and re- 
turned by the way of eolumbus to Houston ; while on duty at Houston I saw, daily plan- 
terg and others from various parts of the State. ' 

Question. State what you found, in your intercourse with the people of Texas, to be their 
1«mperand disposition towards the government and authority of the United States. 

AnffTfer. I thought there was a fine Union element in Texas; some of the best men ap- 
peared to be very well disposed to a restoration of the Federal authority and the retarn of tbo 

^tuteinto the Union. Some of the influential men there realize the true slate ofajQfairs 1 

iticlude some of those who participated actively in the rebellion — and they are disposed to bo 
liberal in regard to the freedmen, and to accept heartily and readily the condition. But a 
large majority of the white people of Texas were still disloyal, and still entertained a' hope of 
re-establishing slavery It was common for them to tell their former slaves, now free that 
the proclamation of emancipation would be set aside. There was a. sort of disdain exhibited 
towards the northern people, and a disposition to spurn the Federal authority. My means 
of forming an opinion of the state of feeling were, conversation with all classes of people ia- 
, eluding Union refugees who had returned, freedmen, and planters." I thought the Union 
sentiment at Austin was very good ; at New Braunfels, a German settlement, I thought the 
loyal sentiment was specially good. 

Question. Where did you find the Union feeling the strongest— in those neighborhoods 
where the troops were located and the people were protected by military ifbrce;- or in those 
p«ighborhoods where there was no military force, and where the people had little or no mil- 
itary protection? 

Answer. There wfis certainly more expression of loyalty in the nighborhood of militarr 
posts thim elsewhere. The presence of the military authority seemed to develop and encour- 
age lojal sentiments. So far p,s I have observed, wholesome government and restraint hare 
tended to increase the respect for the Federal flag. It was common to see the people convers- 
ing with the common soldiers, and I think the impression produced by the behavior of tla«i 
loldiers was favorable to the cause of lojalty. 

Question. In your judgment, what would be the effeci upon the growth of loyal sentiment 
and the interests of the loyal, people of Texas to withdraw ».Uogether the military forces of 
the United Slates from that country ? 

Answer. I think it would be extremely injurious to the cause of loyalty, assumino: that 
the troopa are well disciplined. 

Question. Would the Union people of Texas venture to express their sentiments and or- 
janize as a Union party at this time, in the absence of military protection ? 

Answer. I have no reason to think they would; th« weight of public opinion waa 
strongly against the unconditional Union element. 

Question. What is your opinion as to the necessity .and value of the Freedmen'sBursan 
er some agency of that kind in Texas at this time ? ' 

Answer. I think it very essential ; there were shown to me copies of blank forms of con- 
tracts which appeared to have been agreed upon by planters and others who wished t^> hire 
freedmen, which, if enforced strictly, would barely give the freedman his board and olofhw: 
thtre were lo many deductiong for loss of time, and charges for medical attendanw, ajxd osm 
«f children, &c. My opinion was asked in regard to the matter, and I said that I «on«id«r«<i 
««oi a form of watr*** rwy «afftk t« tba &»«d«iaa. Vftlogs th» fr««dBi«u ar« pr«t««t«d by 
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. tjio government they will bo much worse off than when tbcj wore sIutcs, because thfly will not 
have Iho protection tboj formerly had from their owners and masters. There was a disposition 
among the 'najority of the while people to get the labor of the freedmeu at as chean rates 
m possible, and to coerce them to accept such rates. * 

Q'le'i'tion. incase tbe people of Texas were Jett entirely to themselves, without any cohtrci 
by the government of tho United States, inio. whose hands would the iirlliirs of tbe State 
• pass — ttiehandaof the Onion portion of the people, or ihc hands of the disloyal portion? 

Answer. 1 suppose there is no doubt they would pa^s into ihe hands of the disloyal por- 
tion of the people. 

Question. Would you consider it safe and judicious to withdraw, at this time, tho control 
of tbe Federal Government over the people of Texas'/ 
Answer. 1 would not. 

Question. Without questioning you as to details, I wish you would slate all the informa- 
tion you hfx,ve which you may deem necessary to show fully the scntimenlsof the people of 
Texas iu regard to the restoration of Federal authority ihcre, their ireaunent of tho freed- 
men, their leelings iu relation to the conlederacy, and, geucrally, all opinions you may have 
upon that subject. 

Au&wer. Uuiortuuately, it has bcea a common sen 'dmont. ui the South that northern peo- 
ple were their iuil-riors; and duiing the Wiir tlusseutiment was increased — their songs, tbeir 
speeclies, their liieraiure, ail tending to belittle tlie i'aukees. '* The conduct of our itrraiej 
has changed this tceiing ijomewhat; but it siiil exisis to a coutfidcrablecxicut. \V here there 
has been a liick of any penitence, but iusioiid ul' it alolly spiiit of disdain, maghauinjitj 
towards such on the i)art of the goverumunt ajfpfats liavc been wasted. Three or fbar 
thousand oathsof allcgiauco were voluntarily Ukou iu my dii^iriot in the course of a month; 
but learning it was coajmou lor those who took tile OfUh lo treat it iu a frivolous and snecr- 
ias. manner, the provost marshal wasiuslructed to adajiuisicr ii to those onlj- whom he had. 
good reason to believo would honestly obsoi've it. The object of taking ihe oath seemed lo 
be to get restored to the tiriyiieges of citizenship, and not as any token of devotion tothe 
government, hly opiuton then was, and is now, that the disloyal pi'oplc should have been 
niade iu understand that the privilege of franchise which they hud lorllited was a high 
trust, to be extended to those only v. ho should become heartily and unconditioaaUy lojal. 
To be eadowei in a wlJoles;ae miiuner with the sacred right ol Irauchito was much greater 
indulgence ihau they, ever cipecu d. In regard to the Ireed men, tae prevailing opinion 
among the whiteSiAif'as tliat tree labor wouid bea lailure. JSol having any hope of succeis, 
they were reluctSatto atieu'pt giving h a uial. They insisted thatHhe whip was theonlj 
meaus of making^l^he blacivs work. Jn soiuc insiiuicw planters, who had dealt honoraiily 
aad humaneiy to warns their skives, had no dilliculty in totainiug them the same as ever on ' 
their plumtitious — tlie biacks couti'.iing in iheir honor iu rci^ird to pay. 

There was, however, so much said by tho whites about 'sLi\ery being re-established in the 
future that the freed people acquiifd a distrust as to their frci;dom, and were uneasy andap- 
prehensive about their tuture coudition. This made them, as a geueral thing, reluctantto 
hire out to their iormer^masiers. Serving others uadL-r contracts 61 their own making seem- 
ed to assure them of thtir freedom. Beyond the ii:Iiuence of miUtary posts the blacks we 
sti'l heid as slaves. There v.asa geiiciai diapotitioa among the vfhites to depreciate the ca- 
pacity and merits of the tieedmen, and to sneer at the iUc-a of their going to school, i had 
reiison te believe a number of tieedmen had been niurderc-<l without the slightest prorocfi- 
tion. There v/ere instances where a freedman was atiuiupting to leave his former master, 
and w&s followed and shot. In case acolortd m;m was kiiiod, a story was immediiitclj 
BtartJvi ot' his having «-cen gsv'Uy of some aggravated <;i'ime. And it is an important fact, 
tha; Adhere rkicksweie killed, no vdiite resident interposed lobriag theoffender to justice. Tiie 
freedu) ^-uh i.endly towaros tno whites because the latter treat ihcm as an abject and ifi- 

ferior .;<;iu >::j i.:awiiliug to concede to tnem the merits th«!y possess. The whites, inmj 
opinion, tsin iVTily gain t jeir coufidenecaudirieudship by afraukaud sincere aeknowledgnienJ 
of their liburty and a just acquiescence in re isouable lueiisures for the protection of their 
liberty. This, 1 think, will secure harmony beiweea the two races. Audit is vasiiv 
«ssentiRi to the cause of the Union, in my oi)inion, that if any are to have the right Oi 
BWiFrage, they should have it who arc and have been the true friends of the Union, and with- 
out reg*rd to color. — lle/port of Jomt Oommitlce gh ReconsirucUon, 1st Session, Thirty-JSir^ 
Congrcs. Part IV., pages 124, 125. 
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